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THE W. W. CARUTH, JR. FUND AT THE COMMUNITIES FOUNDATION  
OF TEXAS AWARDS $6.3 MILLION IN GRANTS  

TO DRIVE SOCIAL INNOVATION 
First Set of 2019 Caruth Grants to Benefit Education, Public Safety and Health  

DALLAS – April 17, 2019 –  Communities Foundation of Texas (CFT) today announced that fifteen 
organizations have been awarded a total of $6.3 million in grants from CFT’s W.W. Caruth Jr. Fund.  CFT 
is the custodian of the Caruth Fund, the foundation’s largest endowment donated by William Walter 
Caruth, Jr. to advance innovative and evidence-based solutions to significant community challenges in 
the areas of education, public safety, health, and medical and scientific research. Mr. Caruth aspired to 
combine his heart for giving with the tools of entrepreneurship and scientific inquiry to bring about 
widespread community improvements, and these grants will advance those goals.  

Of the fifteen awards, nine seek to either improve educational outcomes for children and adults or 
advance institutional effectiveness through leadership and equity training, performance measurement 
or technology. Two of the grants aim to reduce crime and, in one case, build community connections 
by reclaiming neglected land. Four of the grants seek to improve the health and resilience of families 
through direct service or increased access to fresh food.  

Grantees include: At Last, Inc., Behind Every Door, Bridges to Life, Catch Up and Read, Collaborative for 
Fresh Produce, Crossroads Community Services, Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center, Dallas Truth, Racial 
Healing, and Transformation, GreenLight Credentials, ScholarShot, Stand for Children Texas, Teaching 
Trust, TexProtects, The Trust for Public Land, and the UNT Foundation (supporting Teach North Texas 
at UNT). The attached table contains a full list of the grantees, award amounts, and project 
descriptions.  

Many of the newly awarded projects are intersectional, meaning that they utilize strategies that aim to 
improve outcomes across Education, Public Safety, and Health. Sarah Cotton Nelson, CFT’s chief of 
philanthropy, explained that this was intentional: “Our north star at CFT is building a thriving 
community for all. We want to be looking at the community’s challenges holistically and working 
across sectors to solve them.”  

http://www.cftexas.org/
https://www.cftexas.org/community-impact/w-w-caruth-jr-fund
https://atlastboarding.com/
https://behindeverydoor.org/
http://www.bridgestolife.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5&Itemid=64
http://catchupandread.org/programs/
https://cfproduce.org/
https://cfproduce.org/
https://ccsdallas.org/what-we-do/
http://www.dcac.org/WhatWeDo/#Therapy
https://dallastrht.org/about/
https://dallastrht.org/about/
https://www.glcredentials.com/
http://scholarshot.org/about_us/
http://stand.org/texas/action/home-visit-project
http://www.teachingtrust.org/our-work
http://www.teachingtrust.org/our-work
https://www.texprotects.org/about/
https://www.tpl.org/our-work/texas#sm.0001xh0bdjk4be6jzj11dv01e8xgi
http://teachnorthtexas.unt.edu/about-us?cta=hero
http://teachnorthtexas.unt.edu/about-us?cta=hero

